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THEATER COMMUNITY HONORS AUDREY WOOD

By HERBERT MITGANG
Published: January 16, 1986

RECOMMEND
The playwrights she had nurtured, the producers she had challenged TWITTER
but who respected her, and hundreds of other members of the E-MAIL
theatrical community paid tribute yesterday to Audrey Wood, the PRINT
doyenne of agents, who died at age 80 on Dec. 27. She had been in a

REPRINTS

coma since suffering a stroke almost five years ago.

The memorial service for Miss Wood, who grew up around the

Palace Theater, which her father, William H. Wood, managed in the

early part of the century, was held at the Shubert Theater, hard by

Shubert Alley and a few blocks from her longtime home at the Royalton Hotel, on West
44th Street.

Robert Anderson recalled that Miss Wood had tracked him down on a battleship in the
Pacific during World War IT and informed him, "I'd like to see you, young man." After the
war came "Tea and Sympathy" and a dozen other of his plays, under her guidance.

Describing the diminutive agent, Mr. Anderson said: "She was a very vigorous lady, but
very susceptible to high winds. She also knew how to hustle producers. She never gave up
on a play. She used to say, 'The plays ran for five years in my office and one week on

Broadway.' James Mason called her 'a guardian agent.

Kay Brown said that in the nearly 40 years spent in adjacent offices at International
Creative Management, they had never had a cross word. Nobody remembered Miss Wood
raising her voice, although several of the playwrights affectionately recalled her habit of
hanging up the telephone before saying "Goodbye."

Murray Schisgal said: "When I first met her, I was terrified. Later, she would call ever few
weeks and ask me what I was doing. Imagine - an agent calling you."

Arthur Kopit described her as "magical." Others recalled the major role she had played in
putting together the original production of "Porgy and Bess," and how she had guided the
career of her most famous playwright, Tennessee Williams.

Producers who offered tributes from the stage included Morton Gottlieb, Roger Stevens,
George White and Robert Whitehead. Among her other writer-clients present were David
Berry, Diane Kagan, Eve Merriam, Sybil Pearson, Robert Wallstein, Jeff Wanshel, Arnold
Weinstein, Max Wilk and Ruth Wolff.
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